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N YyBCTBA

Ynpaenarowuii oupekmop dupmel RCS, umeroweli dee edOUHCmeeHHble 8 BenukobpumaHuu cucmemsl cmpyiiHO20
yugpposozo mucHeHusa Scodix 1200, zocnoduH Mike Todd pacckazbieaem Ham O ceoux eneyamsieHUsX nocae noymu
200uYHOll IKCNAYamayuu smux MawuH.

B npownom rogy ¢upma RCS (Peadopa) ctana nepsbim B BennmkobputaHMM nosib3oBaTesnieM cuctembl LUMGPOBOro
TUCHeHus Scodix 1200 — ycTpoiicTBa a4na CTpyYMHOro HaHeceHns YO naka ¢opmaTa B2, KoTopoe co3aaet ob6bemHble 3pPeKTbl U
CTPYKTYPbl C MOMOLLbIO CrheuuanbHoro noammepa. C Toro momeHTa dpupma npuobpena ewe oAHY MallMHY W AOBOJIbHA el
HaCTO/IbKO, YTO NOAYMbIBAET O TpeTbel. Mpn sTom dMpma ABNAETCA eAUHCTBEHHbIM B BennkobputaHMM nonb3oBaTenem sTon
pa3paboTtaHHoi B M3panne TexHonorum Digital Embosing, xoTa ecTb n apyrue nonb3osatenn B EBpone n CeBepHoli AmepuKe.
CnycTa NoYTU roj, Mbl CNPOCUAN yNpaBasatoLwWwero aAnpektopa Malikna Togaa o ero onbiTe paboTbl C 3TUMM ABYMA MALUMHAMM.

«MHcTannauma Hawer mawuHbl Scodix Bbi3Basa 60/bLIOK
WHTEpeC U MHoroobellalollee yBeMYEHUE MPOAAMK, - FTOBOPUT T-H
Topa. - C Havyana roga, 3akasbl Ha PaboTbl MO UMPPOBOMY TUCHEHMIO
npuHecam nouytn 30,000 £ pgononHutenbHoro obopoTta, M obbem
3aKa30B NPOAO/IKAET CYLLLeCTBEHHO PacTU OT MecALa K MecsALy.

UnudpoBoe TUCHeHMe Oblno npeactaBleHO TOProBbIM
nocpegHuKam B KaTasnore Ha 2011 roa. B atom rogy 66110 oTmMeYyeHo
yBeAMYEHMEe 4YMCNA 3aKA3UYMKOB, CKasan r-H Toan: «Mbl nposenu
OYEeHb YCMEeLHY0 KOMMNaHUI0 U NPUOGPENN MHOFO HOBbIX 3aKa34YMKOB
Mo CpaBHEHMUIO € NpowabiMm rogom. Ectb MHoOro ¢bakTopos, KoTopble

RCS — samo Kommepueckaa munozpagusa, obopom
Komopoli co3daemca ¢ nomowbro cemu
nocpedHUKO8, KOmMopbiM npedsnazaemca mak
Hasvieaemasa npozpamma Reseller PrintPlugin.
dupma 3asAenaem, 4ymo 3mo npedocmaensem
ececmopoHHuli cepeuc U  mopzosylo U
MapKemuH208y0 noododepiKy, 06bI4HO
0oCMmynHyl0 MOAbKO 044 UMerwux ppaHwusy,
npu  amom He  mpebyem ropuduyecKu
CeA3bIBAWUX KOHMPAKMO8 UAu U3MeHeHUs

6busHeca. [Ipednazaemvie nevYamdsle ycayau
demanusuposaHbl 8 Kamasnoze U pasmMeujeHue
30Ka3a HA ne4yamb B03MOMHO MPAMO Yepes
uHmepHem.

370 o6ecneymnmn, Ho KOHEYHO, OTPOMHbIM CTUMYAOM AnAa Bbibopa RCS
6blna Hawa YyHWKanbHaA BO3MOMHOCTb Mpeanaratb LUudposoe
TUCHEHME.»

Tun npeanaraembiX 3afaHMiA O4eHb LWWPOK: HaumMHaa c
BM3UTHbIX KapTOYEK [0 3/IMTHbIX NanoK W KHUMKHbIX O06N0MKEK C
3bPeKToM TUCHEHUA. «[1OYTOBbIE OTKPbLITKM OKa3a/MCb ONpeaeseHHO CaMbiMU MOMNYAAPHLIMW M3AENMAMMU, YTO Kacaercs
o6bema,» - oTMeTUA r-H Toaa. TaKk Kak 3Ta KoHUenuua ABAseTcA HOBOM ANA AM3alHEepOoB, UM TaKKe HeobXxoAMMO M3y4YuTb ee
noteHuMan u paboune MeToabl ANA AOCTMXEHUA Xenaemoro sddekTta. «Mbl co3gann ABa y4vyebHbix BuAeOPUNbMA,
MOKa3blBalOWMX KaK BbINOAHUTL MPOCTON, HO 3bGdEKTHbIA Au3aliH, a TakKe 6oJsiee CNOMHbIN». X MOXKHO MOCMOTPETb No
aapecy:
http://youtu.be/jmria- RF98 u http://youtu.be/9CFBMx0sSWc

«TaK¥e Kak 1 B LMbpPOBOM NevaT, HaCToALLAA NPUBAEKATENBHOCTb LMGPOBOro TUCHEHMA 3aKNHOYAETCA B BO3MOXKHOCTU
npuaasatb OTANYMA KaxKAOMY JIUCTY, Hanpumep, BblAeNeHUe TUCHEHWEM pasHbiX MMeH. K coxkaneHuio, onATb Ke Kak u B
undpoBON MNeyaTn, BO3MOXKHOCTU 06OpPYyA0BaHUA MPEBOCXOAAT BOODOpayKeHMe 3aKaszumkos. OObIYHO BCE OTTUCKWU 3ajaHuA
ABNAIOTCA MAEHTUYHbIMK. Koraa mMbl BbINOAHAEM TUCHEHUE C NepeMeHHbIMM NapaMeTpamu, TO BaXKHbIM AN KaXA0ro YesnoBeka
ABNAETCA BO3MOXKHOCTb MOMYYUTb MOSIHOCTBbIO MEPCOHANbHbIN U MHABUAYANbHbIN NpoAyKT. Camoe 60/bluoe BbINOAHEHHOE
Hamu 3agaHue 6b110 50,000 Konuit, Ho 0b6bluHOE Konnyectso oT 500 go 1000.»

BONbWMHCTBO 3a/a4 NO TUCHEHMUIO BbINOJIHAETCA HA U3AENMAX NONYYEHHbIX METOA0M OdCETHOW MevaTu, roBOPUT r-H
Topa. «OgHaKo mMbl Hablogaem yBenyeHne Konnyectsa LdpoBon NpoayKkumMm ans TMcHeHuA. OCo6eHHO B OTHOLEHMUM Halmnx
NPOAYKTOB KNnacca NPeMMUYM, TaKUX KaK LMbPOBbIE KHUTU C }KECTKUMK KopeLlukamu. Mbl Npor3BoAMM MHOTO 06pasLLoB, TaK Kak
CYMTaEM, YTO AEMOHCTPALMA LUMDPOBOro TUCHEHMA CNOCOOCTBYET €ro NONYAAPHOCTUY.

Kak cumTaeT ynpasnsawowmii aupektop RCS, OHO TaKe MPMHOCUT HOBblE 3aKasbl U yBE/NIMYMBAET NPUBIEKATENBHOCTb
cywecTsyrolwmx. «Ecam 6bl He MaWwmMHa oA TUCHEHWA, Mbl Obl HABEPHAKA He YBUAENN Y HAaC MHOTMX HALlIMX 3aKa3umMKoB. Kpome
TOro, Te 3aKasbl, KOTopble Mbl 6bl BCE PAaBHO MOAYYMAM, PA3MELLAOTCA Tenepb C AOMNOJAHUTENbHbIMKM TpeboBaHWAMKM MO
TUCHeHuto. Mponopuwns coctaBnaeT 80% [ONONHUTENbHBIX TPEOOBaHUI K CYLLECTBYIOLLMM 3aKa3am 1 20% HOBbIX 3aKa30B».

Mbl NMOroBOPMAM C HEKOTOPbLIMU APYTMMM MEeYaTHMKaMW, KOTOPbIM MOHpaBMnacb maea UMbPOBOro TUCHEHMA, HO
KoTopble Obli 06ECnOKOEeHbl CTOMMOCTbIO /laka B CPaBHEHUMM C npoueccom HeobbemMHoro uMdppoBoro BbIGOPOYHOrO
NlaKMpoBaHuUA, TakMM Kak JETvarnish ¢pupmbl MGI. Y1o gymaeT 06 atom RCS? «CToumocTb naka 6e3yc/ioBHO HENPOCTOM BOMpPOC,
HO HeNb3s CKasaTb, YTO 3TOT NPOLECC CPAaBHUTENBHO AOPOroN, NPUHMMAA BO BHUMAHME, YTO 3TO COBEPLUEHHO pasHble Belu, -
cumnTaet r-H Toaa. - J1ak Ana TUCHEHWUA LO/IKEH OTAMYATbCA OT Nlaka gna YO nakMpoBaHMA, TaK Kak AocTuraetca apyrov addekT.
CtonmocTb adpdeKTa TUCHEHNA BO3MOXKHO HACTOPAXKMBAET HEKOTOPbIX 3aKa3YMKOB, HO cnpoc 6e3yc/IoBHO ecTb, TaK Kak nocne
LIeCTV MecaLEeB Mbl OCTUIIM NPeaena NPoM3BOANTENBLHOCTU OAHOW MALIUHBI U Ham noTpebosanacb BTopas».

Mbl nonpocunu r-Ha Toafa pacckasaTb O HAAEKHOCTM MAWWH U B LeNoM 06 UX CUAbHBIX M Clabblx CTOPOHAx, Ha
OCHOBE ero roM4Horo onbiTa. «CUabHblE CTOPOHbI MALUMHbBI — 3TO OYEBUAHO YHUKANbHOCTb TOTO, YTO OHW AENal0T», - CKa3a OH.
«ECTb HEKOTOpPbIE TPYAHOCTU 13-3a TOFO, YTO HAHOCUMbIN pesibed YyBCTBUTENEH K MOBEPXHOCTHOMY HaTAXKEHUIO NOAJ/IOXKKM, HO
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OHM peLlatoTcs C NOMOLLbI0 HeboNbLWMX HAaCTPOEK. MaLUMHbBI MHCTAaNNNPYIOTCA BbICTPO M BBOAATCA B SKCNJ/yaTaLMio 3a
HECKO/IbKO AHel. Bblain HeKoTOpble TPYAHOCTM C HEMPEPbIBHOM PaboToi, HO 3TO HeN36eXKHO A1A HOBbIX MalMH. Mbl NOHUMANMK,
YTO NpMoBpPeTaemM MaLLMHY, HAXOAALLYIOCA B pa3paboTKe, N YTO Mbl HAXOAMMCA HA «NepesoBOM Kpae» TexHonormm. OLHAKO Mbl
NPOU3BOAMM KOMMEPYECKMIA NPOAYKT KaXKAbI AeHb, U HAAEXKHOCTb He ABAETCA B HACTOALLEe Bpemsa Npobaemoit.»

EcTb Bce-ke 4To-HMbYAb, 4TO Morio 6bl BbITh ynydweHo? Mo MHeHUto r-Ha Toapa: «Pa3speweHne popmaTta bitmap,
NpOM3BOAMMOrO U MCMOJIb3YyeMOoro B npouecce TUCHeHWA Scodix, He Takoe BbICOKOe, Kak Ham 6bl xoTenocb. MHorga 31o
NPUBOAMT K KMUKCENN3aUMN» KpaeB 061acT TUCHEHUA. ITa Npobaema pelaeTca B cneayrolein moamduKauum nporpammHoOro
obecneyeHuns, KOTopas BCKOPE NOABUTCAY.

PelweHue 3aKasaTb elwe oaHy mawmHy Scodix 1200 661710 NPUHATO M3-3a HeZOCTaTKa NPO3BOACTBEHHbLIX MOLLHOCTEN U
HeobXxoAMMOCTM UMEeTb pe3epB B C/yd4ae MOJIOMKM OAHOM MaWMHbL. «Mbl NONAHOCTbIO FAaPaAHTUPYEM CPOK MOCTaBKU M HalUK
3aKa3uMKM Ha 3TO nosaratoTcA. Mbl He xoTenn 6bl OKa3aTbCA B CUMTyauumu, Korga Oof4Ha MalLUMHA JIOMAEeTCs, a y Hac HeT
BO3MOXKHOCTEW NPOU3BOAUTL TUCHEHUE. HET HUKAKOW BO3MOXKHOCTU CAENATb 3TO MAe-To elle — N0 MNOHATHbIM NpudmMHam. Ecam
ob6bembl ByayT yBeAMUMBATLCA TaKMMMU Ke TEMNAMM, KaK A0 CUX NOP, TO BO3MOMKHO Ham NpUAETCA NoAymaTb O TPETbei
MaLlnHe».

Yro Takoe Scodix 12007?

Bnepsble noKasaHHbIM B 2010 roay Ha Ipex,
Scodix 1200 — 310 cTpyiiHaA malwunHa dopmaTa B2,
KOTOpaA MOXeT c034aBaTb Mnpo3pavHble obnactu
ob6bemHoro BbibopoyHoro JlaKMpoBaHMUA
MPaKTUYECKM Ha obOoM Tune 3anevyaTaHHOW WK
NIAMUHUPOBAHHON Bymaru, Ha ofaHon wuam obeunx
CTOpOHax. IODEKT BbIrNAOUT KaK TUCHEHME, HO MNP
3TOM HeT HeobxogumocTn B ¢Gopmax, Kak npu
TPAAMLMOHHbIX CNOCO6ax NaKMpPOBaAHMA, MOSTOMY OH
peHTabeneH ANA O4YeHb KOPOTKMX 3adaHwi, npu
KOPOTKMX CPOKax 3aKasa.

Mpo3payHbiin YP-oTBEpPKAIEMBIN NOAUMED
MOXeT OblTb HaHeceH cnoem To/awMHOM po 70
MWKPOH, C OYeHb BbICOKMM rAfHLEM MOKpbITHA. C
MOMOLLbIO  YNpaB/iEeHWA  YPOBHEM  ceporo B
N306parKeEHNN, MOXKHO MEHATb YpOoBeHb 3dpdeKTa B npeaenax ogHOro M306parkeHus, TO ecTb, MOMKET ObiTb co3aaH 3pdeKT
penbeda, Hanpumep, AN KOXKYpbl anesbCUHA, KOXMW, WM, KaK MOKa3aHO B OAHOM M3 y4yebHbix ¢uabmoB dupmbl RSC Ha
YouTube, yrnybneHuin Ha made ana ronbda.

M3HavyanbHo Scodix HasBan npouecc u adpdekT «undposoe TMcHeHne» (Digital Embosing), xoTa HefaBHO OH U3MEHWUN
Ha3BaHue Ha «Sense» (YyscTBo/BocnpusTue).

YcTpoiicTBo nogayun nuctos pabotaet ¢ dopmatamm ot A3 go B2 n 6ymaroit Becom ot 135 go 500 r/m? MNpuemHoe
YCTPOICTBO MOMKET 6bITb ONUMOHANBHO 060PYAOBAaHO aBTOMATUYECKMM cTekepom. ObpaboTtka YP-usnyyeHnem oTtsepKoaeT
noaMMmep, MpeBpallas ero B MNPO3PayvHbli NAACTUK, KOTOPbIM BO3BbIWAETCA HAA NOANOMKOMW. [eyaTHble FONOBKWM AatoT
pa3speweHne 360 x 720 dpi c nomolLbio Kanenb obbemom 10 nukonuTpos, obecneunBas TOUYHOCTb AeTanell U ynpasaeHue
NAOTHOCTbIO. 3asAB/eHHble ckopocTu paboTbl coctasnaoT Ao 1200 nuctos popmata A3 B yac, uam okono 600 popmata B2.
3ddeKT moxKeT bbITb NPUMEHEH K 06enm CTOPOHaM NOCpeACcTBOM NepeBopoTa IMCTOB M 06paboTKM X elle pas — B OTNYME OT
dun3nyeckoro TucHeHMA obpaTHaa cTopoHa He gepopmupyetca. Onumm nporpammHoro obecneyeHma BKAKOYAOT NpeaneqyaTHyto
o0bpaboTky Tekcta RIP gns 06paboTku BBOAHbLIX daiinos (PDF maum TIFF) M nporpammHbiA peaakTop, KOTopblA NO3BOASET
HACTPOWKY YPOBHA NMUKCENe B NOCAEAHNI MOMEHT.

BUM-Cuctembl, HOfbpb 2011
Mo matepuanam Digital Printer, October 2011
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Sense and sensibility

RCS has the only two Scodix1200 inkjet digital embossing systems in the UK. After
almost a year’s use, managing director Mike Todd tells us about his experiences.

ast year RCS in Retford, Nottingham-
shire, became the first UK user of the
Scodix1200 digital embossing system,
a UV cured B2 format inkjet that
creates raised effects and textures in
clear polymer. Since then it has put in a sec-
ond machine and it likes it enough to be con-
sidering a third. Even so it remains the only
UK user of this Israeli built system, though
there are others in Europe and North America.
Scodix’s UK distributor is image2output,
which sold and supports the RCS units.

Digital Printer’s December 2010 issue had a
cover produced on a Scodix system. It
included the story of RCS’ first installation,
although the timings meant that our cover was
actually printed and coated in Israel.

Almost a year on, we asked managing
director Michael Todd about his experiences
with his pair of machines.

First, a recap. RCS is commercial printer
whose turnover is generated through a net-
work of resellers, offering them what it calls
the Reseller PrintPlugin Programme. It says this
gives the type of all-round service and sales
and marketing support normally
available to only franchisees, but without
asking for binding contracts or re-branding
their businesses. The print services on offer
are detailed in a catalogue, and ordering can
be though a web to print system.

The company offers its resellers a catalogue of
product types and samples, with Scodix digital
embossing in the 2011 edition.

www.digitalprintermag.co.uk

The RCS print facility in Retford has offset and digital presses, plus full finishing facilities

for a wide range of job types.

service gone since the first Scodix1200 was
installed last November? ‘Since we took deliv-
ery of our Scodix machine interest and sales
has been very encouraging,” Mr Todd said.
‘From a standing start at the beginning of the
year digital embossing now accounts for
almost £30,000 of additional turnover and that
is increasing dramatically month on month.’

Digital embossing was introduced to
resellers in the 2011 catalogue. This year has
Sseen an increase in the number of resellers, Mr
Todd reported: ‘We had a very successful
campaign and many more trade customers
have come on board this year over last. There
are a number of factors which will all have
contributed but, of course being unique in
being able to offer digital embossing was a
huge incentive to choose to use RCS.’

The type of applications on offer range
from business cards though to prestige folders
and book covers with embossed effects.
‘Postcards have definitely proved the most
popular product, volume wise,” said Mr Todd.

As this is a new concept for designers,
they also need to learn of its potential as well
as the working methods to achieve the
desired effect.

‘Preparing the Digital Embossing separation
can be quick or time consuming depending
on the effect required,” explained Mr Todd.
‘Much of the work we do is simply raise text
or highlight photos.’

This is simply done in the artwork by creat-
ing a separate layer with anything raised filled

be reversed out of that where needed.

‘More involved effects, such as halftones
and patterns can take longer, but they are not
difficult,” Mr Todd said. ‘We have created two
advice videos showing how to do a simple
but effective design, and a more involved
one.’ These can be viewed at:
http://youtu.be/jmria-_RF98 and
http://youtu.be/9CFBMx0sSWc.

Although the nature of the Scodix process,
being an inkjet, means that every copy can be
different, including personalised and variable
data, so far most of the customers haven’t
really grasped this, Mr Todd said. ‘Just like
digital printing the real excitement of digital
embossing is to have a variant on every sheet,
such as a different name embossed.
Unfortunately, also like digital printing, the
imagination of clients is not up to the capa-
bilities of the equipment. More often than not
it is the case that all the prints are exactly the
same on a run. When we do variable emboss-
ing it is really special for each person to
receive a completely personal and unique
piece. The largest run we have done is 50,000
but it is more normal to do 500 to 1000.’

Likewise, most of the work embossed so
far has been printed by litho, he said.
‘However we are seeing a rise in the amount
of digital work to be embossed. Particularly
with our premium products like hard backed
digital books. We produce lots of samples
because we believe that to see digital
embossing is to understand it and to love it.’



It’s also bringing in
new work and
adding value to exist-
ing types, he report-
ed. ‘The embossing
machine is certainly
driving clients we
would not otherwise
have seen to us. It is
also certain that jobs
we would have got
anyway are being

Michael Todd,
managing director.

ordered with a higher
value (with the extra
of the emboss). The split is 80% added value
to existing work and 20% new work.’

We've spoken to one or two other printers
who liked the idea of digital embossing but
were worried about the costs of the ink com-
pared to a non-raised digital spot varnishing
process such as MGl's JETvarnish. How does
RCS find it? ‘The cost of the ink is certainly an
issue but it is hard to say this process is
expensive compared to that when the two
things are completely different,” Mr Todd
feels. ‘The ink for embossing must be differ-
ent to the ink for UV vamishing because a dif-
ferent effect is being achieved. The cost of
the emboss effect may put some people off
but there is clearly a market because after six
months we were hitting capacity constraints
on one machine and needed a second.’

With a year’s experience under his belt,
we asked Mr Todd about the reliability of
the machines, and their good and bad
points generally.

‘The good points of the machines are
clearly their uniqueness in what they can do,’

he said. ‘There are issues around the sensitivi-
ty of the embellishment to the surface ten-
sion of the substrate but these are being
resolved with small improvements.

‘The machines installed quickly and were
up and running within a few days. Regarding
ongoing uptime there have been issues and
this is inevitable with a new machine. We
understood that we were taking a machine
in development and that we were at the
‘bleeding edsge’ of technology. However we
are producing commercial work every day
and Scodix and its UK agent image2output
are exceptionally proactive in helping us
with problems. Reliability is not an issue at
the moment.’

So is there anything that could be
improved? ‘The resolution of the bitmap pro-
duced and then rendered in Scodix emboss-
ing is not as high as we would like,” he said.
‘This sometimes leads to ‘pixelisation’ of the
embossing edses. This problem is being
addressed in the next upgrade of the soft-
ware, due shortly.’

The decision to order the second 1200
was a combination of needing the capacity,
plus having redundancy in case one machine
went down. ‘We absolutely guarantee dis-
patch times and this is
something our clients rely on. The thought
of having no embossing capability, if one
machine goes down, is not a position we
wanted to be in. There is no chance of
getting it done elsewhere — for obvious rea-
sons. If volumes keep increasing as they have
we may at some point need to consider
a third machine.” @

Contact: www.rcs.plc.uk

RCS now has two of the Scodix1200 inkjets in operation, and is considering a third.
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What'’s a Scodix1200?

First shown at Ipex in 2010, the
Scodix1200 is a B2 format inkjet that
can create raised clear spot varnish
areas on practically any type of printed
or laminated paper, applied to either or
both sides. The effect looks like die
embossing, but there’s no need for
metal stamping dies, so it's cost-effec-
tive for very short runs, at short notice.
The price is around £170,000.

The clear UV-cured polymer can be
built up to a maximum height of 70
microns, with a very high gloss finish.
By controlling the grey level of the art-
work, the height of the effect can be
varied within the same image, so tex-
tured effects can be created. This
might be orange peel, leather, or in the
case of one of RCS’ YouTube tutorials,
the dimples on a golf ball.

Scodix originally called the process
and effect DigitalEmbossing, though
recently it's changed the description
to Sense.

The sheet feeder takes sizes from A3
to B2 and weights from 135 to 500
g/m®. An optional automatic stacker can
be fitted on the delivery.

The UV light curing hardens the poly-
mer into a clear plastic that stands
proud of the substrate. The printheads
give a resolution of 360 x 720 dpi with
10 picolitre droplets, allowing fine
detail as well as control of the thick-
ness. Speeds are quoted as up to 1200
A3 sheets per hour, or about 600 B2s.

The effect can be applied to both
sides by turning the sheets and send-
ing them through again — unlike physi-
cal embossing there’s no distortion of
the reverse side.

Software options include a front end
RIP to handle input files (PDF or TIFF)
and a Software Editor that allows last
minute pixel-level adjustment.

Contact: www.scodix.com and
www.image2output.com

www.digitalprintermag.co.uk



